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A Double Happy Birthday

Open Door Mission is 22 years old this month and Reebo is 69 years young thjs
month also (September")1 Both are going strong. Many people’s lives haee
renewed by: God’s word, your financial help, andtbg help of our volunteers. |JI
must admit summer months are very weak in finaacesvolunteers. Please realze
that to the blessed working person summer meanerlatility costs, vacation, ouf
ings, and fun. To the homeless it means pain --b&gou have no shelter. Thjs
summer has also meant fewer jobs than usual —teoUafortunately, this is not [p
prosperous time. For many of us, it means a gnaat to be a blessing to help ofp-
ers. The shelter needs to be increased in sirelfpeven more. Please pray [for
Open Door Mission in increasing it's area—a newltsh@

| had a double hernia operation. They found | hdtkart attack and several strigss
attacks. They said | needed an operation becaydeeart was not working fully.
prayed with others for my heart. When | went in iss scheduled surgery, the dffc-
tors found nothing wrong. Why didn’t | pray for nmgrnias, also? | ask, after fhe
fact. But guess what? Rev Thebo feels better liieamas in years. And will continfje
to work serving God in healing others for year§&asl is allowing.

What a great birthday year!

Please help by sending in double your normal giéngd please also double your [pf-
forts in getting others to support Open Door Migsio

Meals 4,138
Jobs 309
Counseling 61
Bible Studies 308
12 Step Program 69
Church 140
Sleep 955
.y
For through me

your days will be
many, and years
will be added to
your life.

Proverbs 9:11

Needs: Peas Butter
O Coffee Milk
,‘ Canned Fruit Potatoes
Brown Gravy Mixes Onions
‘ Lettuce We Need Food Drives!
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® Every month we have approximately 300 volun-
teers who help the Open Door Mission in many
ways. We have those who serve meals, work in
the office, help with maintenance and work in
the thrift store.
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@ Volunteering in America, a detailed, multi-year @

@ report on volunteering trends reveals that Fort @
¥ Collins - Loveland ranked seventh in Mid-sized ¥
¥ cities with a 38.3% volunteer rate. The Open ¥
¥ Door Mission receives the benefits of that every ®
@ day.

Another fact to consider ... the Independent
Sector has released an update that the esti- ¢
mated dollar value of volunteer time is $20.25
@ per hour for 2008. This estimate helps acknowl- ¢
@ edge the millions of individuals who dedicate ¢
@ their time, talents, and energy to making a dif- @
@ ference. But, here at Open Door Mission...we @
¥ know you are priceless!

4 Volunteers are the heart of our mission and we

would not make it without you. A huge thank
@ You to you and your faithful arms!
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Prayer Requests:
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Brother Lou, who has been diagnhosed with cancer
Possible increased space for Open Door Mission.

YES, | want to help provide shelter and hot meals f
people in Fort Collins and northern Colorado.

$100

(We take credit cards: Visa, MasterCard, Disc

Here is my gift of :  $500

We also take

This poem was written by Michael Towers, who
wrote this about his first night on the street. “Fear
was flooding through me, because for the first
time in my life | was truly vulnerable.”

“People Don’t See”

Published May 28, 2009

The headlights blinding, the noise so clear,
Clinging to the blades, grass scratches my face,
Hiding from the shame, of being myself,

Sink into the ground, please don't see.

The lights now blind, sounds move past,
A heartbeat races, danger so immediate,
Another car comes, Illuminating failure,
Sink into the ground, please don't see.

Sleep not an option, fear too close,
Beneath the branches, harboring a child,
People scream, they walk the street,
Sink into the ground, please don't see.

Heart skips beats, tears abandon ducts,
Trickling down, clinging to the blades,
Laughter is sounded, masses rush by,
Sink into the ground, please don't see.

Morning coming through, safety so near,
Never believing, the other side of night,
They will come, and surely judge,

Sink into the ground, please don't see.

v Walking on, as if I'm non-existent,

Never acknowledged, truly abandoned,
Trapped in my shell, to be ignored,
Sink into the ground, please don't see.

| cry today, for a different moment,

Praying for a life, more than this,

Knowing there’s something, elsewhere to be,
Reasons I'm here, questions not asked.

This feels like forever, an endless dream,
But all dreams end, a chance again,

One day | promise, there’ll be a way,
_I'll rise off the ground, for people to see.

or the hungry, homeless, and destitute

$50 $25 Other
over, American Express. Call 224-4302 ext. 11)
donations online.

Your information is safe on our secure web site.

www.ODM

ministries.org

No monetary, physical, or other items were exchanged for this donation
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